Comparison of costing tools in paediatric intensive care.
The cost of service provision is an issue of concern to all professionals working in health care. Department of Health reports have highlighted the need for more effective costing mechanisms for provision of paediatric intensive care (PIC). This study aimed to determine whether nurse-patient dependency scoring would be as effective as the Therapeutic Intervention Scoring System (TISS) at providing a differential costing tool for PIC. Data were collected on 251 patient admissions over 1,741 nursing shifts and analysis of variance undertaken. Findings suggest that a modified nurse-patient dependency score would be as good as TISS as a potential costing tool in PICU.